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KEY SPEECH 

 

Opening Remark at International Forum in China 

Respected Director-General Cao Xiankun, Vice-President 

Diao Xiaoping , President Susanna Karakhanyan, 

Vice-President Luca Lantero, Secretary-General Duyue, 

Secretary-General Wang Lisheng, distinguished guests & 

friends, ladies & gentlemen: good morning! 

In this sunny day, International Forum on Cross-border 

Education(CBE) hosted by CDGDC (China Degrees & 

Graduate Development Center) of the Ministry of Education of China, is held in 

Haikou ςǘƘŜ ά[ƻƴƎŜǾƛǘȅ LǎƭŀƴŘέ ŀƴŘ IŜŀƭǘƘȅ LǎƭŀƴŘέΦ hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ !tvb .ƻŀǊŘ 

members and 174 members from 39 countries/territories, I am very happy to 

express my sincere greetings to all the participants, and express my heartfelt 

thanks and warm congratulations to CDGDC to hold this grand Conference!  

¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊǳƳ ƛǎ ά/Ǌƻǎǎ-ōƻǊŘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ Lƴ Ǉƭŀƛƴ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊΣ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘƛŜǊǎΦ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ о ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻƴ 

the subject. History Retrospect of CBE; Challenges and Opportunities for CBE; and 

Efforts and Opportunity of CBE. 

I. The History Retrospect of Cross-border Education 

CƛǊǎǘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ !ƴŎƛŜƴǘ ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊέΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŜȅŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ ƘǳƳŀƴ 

ōŜƛƴƎǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜŘ ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊΦ άDŀƛǘƛŀƴǎƘǳƻέό) in 

Ancient Chinese culture prescribes the blue sky as a hemispherical dome, the earth 

as a square board. There is no border between sea and sky. Therefore, education 

has no border, either. One of the core values of the great Chinese educator 

/ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ ǿŀǎ άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭέ - everyone can get education, regardless of where 

you are from. Socrates, the ancient Greek educator, maintained that his class to be 

held in the open with no walls or border. The two greatest educators taught 

wherever theywent, on squares and streets, in temples and workshops, in shops 

and fields. They taught whoever they met, young and old, rich and poor, aristocrats 

and commoners, farmers and craftsmen.  

{ŜŎƻƴŘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ /ƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ aƻŘŜǊƴ ά9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ .ƻǊŘŜǊέΦ Lƴ 

contemporary and modern age, the concepǘ ƻŦ άōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘǎ ƻŦ άŎƻǳƴǘǊȅέΣ άƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ άǎǘŀǘŜέΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ннр ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

the world, and there exist 225 boundaries or more. In a broad sense, education 

Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊ ǇƛƭƭŀǊǎ ŀŘǾƻŎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ¦b9{/hΥ άƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ know, learning to do, 

ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜέΦ Lƴ ŀ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ǎŜƴǎŜΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ 

ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŀ 
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ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ǘƘǊough the 

whole education process. Therefore, purpose of education varies in different 

ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΥ άŀ ƎŜƴǘƭŜƳŀƴϦ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ΦYΤ Ϧŀ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ!ΦΤ 

άWŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘϦ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴΤ άŀ ōǳƛƭŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƻǊ ƻŦ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ ŎŀǳǎŜϦ ƛƴ 

ChinŀΦΦΦΦΦΦ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ϦŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ōƻǊŘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

world. 

¢ƘƛǊŘ ǎǘŀƎŜΣ Dƭƻōŀƭ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ά/Ǌƻǎǎ-border Education without Border". Prof. 

aŀǘǘƘŜǿ {ǇŀǊƪ ǎŀƛŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ahh/ ǎŜƳƛƴŀǊ άDƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳέΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘ 

άDƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛts diverse forms has shifted our own life. Taking a text book 

for example, I wrote this book in the U.S.A, paper from China, ink from Switzerland, 

typesetting in India, printing in Singapore, printing machine is made in Germany or 

Japan, the content is tauƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ DƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΣ 

has promoted education internationalization, strengthened the exchange of 

educational resources among different countries, and forced education market of 

all countries to open to the world. There is no doubt that in this era of global 

village, every country, every university, every villager has been drawn into the era 

of cross-border-education, no matter you like it or not.  

II. Challenges and Opportunities for Cross-border Education 

The biggest challenge for cross-border education is to ensure education quality 

offered by cross-border providers.  

Everyone sitting in the hall as well as all persons devoted to quality assurance in 

this region has contributed in CBE. However, we cannot deny that many problems: 

ŦƛǊǎǘΣ ƭƻǿ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ϦŘƛǇƭƻƳŀ Ƴƛƭƭǎέ ŦƭƻƻŘ ǳǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƪŜ ŘƛǇƭƻƳŀǎΣ ϦǎƳǳƎƎƭŜŘ 

diploma" phenomenon pops up frequently and is hard to stop; second, serious 

brain drain issue. Many counties in this region (expect for Australia, New Zealand & 

very few countries) are losing their best-trained work force to developed countries 

in other regions. Human resources export is greater than import and the best of 

our international students do not want to return; third, unlike e Bologna Process in 

European Union, there is no mutual recognition system, no bilateral or multilateral 

agreements, etc... All these problems need us to make our efforts to establish QA 

system of cross-border education while promoting the development of 

cross-border education. 

III. The Efforts and Opportunity of Cross-border Education made by Asia-Pacific 

Quality Network (APQN)  

Thanks to CDGDC for providing this stage to discuss CBE for us today! APQN and its 

Ŧǳƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊ /5D5/ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ /.9Ωǎ ŜƴŘeavors. 

On the very day of its inception in 2003, APQN, the largest and most influential 

international education QA organization, established its ultimate goal - "dissolving 

ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέΦ CƻǊ мо ȅŜŀǊǎΣ !tvb Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ 

goal through annual academic conference, forums, seminars and workshops in the 

Asia-Pacific Region which covers half of the world's population and includes 51 
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ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎκǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ άǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊέΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 

outstanding performances are as follows: 1) in 2004, UNESCO and APQN 

co-ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ά¢ƻƻƭƪƛǘΥ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ /Ǌƻǎǎ-Border 

9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ QA ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΤ нύ ǎƛƴŎŜ нллуΣ άvǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

Assurance of Cross-ōƻǊŘŜǊ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ (QACHE) led by ENQA (European 

Association for Quality Assurance),  APQN, ANQAHE (Arab Network for Quality 

Assurance in Higher Education) and some leading QAAs joined hands to do the 

project; 3) since 2014, APQN has established Asia-Pacific Quality Register (APQR)  

to guarantee quality of QAAs, Asia Pacific Quality Informational Portal for 

information sharing on QA; 4) this September, the National Assessment and 

!ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ όb!!/ύ ƛƴ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ !tvbΣ ƘŜƭŘ άDƭƻōŀƭ 

Summit on Quality IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ .ŜƴƎŀƭǳǊǳΦ !tvb ŀƴŘ но Ǝƭƻōŀƭ v!!ǎ 

co-ŀǳǘƘƻǊŜŘ ά.ŜƴƎŀƭǳǊǳ {ǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ bŜȄǘ-Generation Quality Assurance of 

IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ 

CDGDC has also made lots of QA efforts in cross-border education. They finished 

the pilot work of Asia Campus and now have selected 17 projects in China. Asia 

Campus- Collective Action of Mobility Program of University Students in Asia, done 

by China, Japan and South Korea, has made steady progress in CBE. Today CDGDC 

exercised great effort to set up a worldwide platform for global cross-border 

education discussions. We are very happy to see CBQAN (Cross-border Quality 

Assurance Network) makes his first debut. This is a historic event in quality 

assurance of CBE in the Asia Pacific region. CBQAN focuses on three aspects: 1) to 

improve the quality of CBE, 2) to build a communication and cooperation platform 

for stakeholders; and 3) to promote the students and academic mobility. Hope all 

colleagues work together to achieve this dream. 

The purposes of all the activities done by APQN CDGDC and all sitting in this hall 

are to unite all the QA people with same ideal from four continents and five oceans 

ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳΣ ǘƻ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ άƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅέ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƎƭƻōŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀchieve the ideal of "quality without border". 

¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻōŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜǊǎΣ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ 

άŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎέ ŀǊŜ ōƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ƭƻƴƎ ƳŀǊŎƘΦ  

This is a feast for our devoted colleagues to QA in CBE. In the next two days, we will 

ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ άо-vέ όǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪΣ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ 

ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴύΣ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ άŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘǊŀƴǎŦŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ 

achievement" and many more. I am confident that we will make full use of this 

great opportunity, have in-depth communication, freely share CBE experiences and 

practices, discuss unsolved problems on CBE, and contribute our thoughts and 

ǿƛǎŘƻƳǎ ŦƻǊ άǘƘŜ .Ŝƭǘ ŀƴŘ wƻŀŘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜϦ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 

cross-border education. At last, I wish the forum a great success. Thank you! 

(APQN President, Jianxin Zhang in Haikou, China, December 20, 2016) 
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Opening Remark at the 30th Annual Conference of AACCUP 

Respected AACCUP President, Luis M. Sorolla, Dr. 

Angel Alcala, Dr. Manuel Corpus. Dear presidents, 

vice-presidents, deans, directors and accreditors, 

ladies and gentlemen, Good morning! It is my great 

honor and a pleasure to have the opportunity to get 

together with the friends from the 30th Annual 

National Conference of the AACCUP (Accrediting 

Agency of Chartered Colleges and Universities in the 

Philippines). 

On behalf of Asia-Pacific Quality Network (APQN), I 

would like to express my congratulation for your 

30th Annual National Conference: QA Agenda for 

the next 10 years: Internalizing Quality in State 

Universities and Colleges (SUCs) and Internationalizing AACCUP. 2500 years ago, 

/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ǇƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘŜǊ /ƻƴŦǳŎƛǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά҈ έ̔ at the age of 30, a man is 

independent and vigorous. So is AACCUP! Organized in 1987, AACCUP has been 

ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ άŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŀ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ƻŦΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ 

and institutions." For the past 30-year effort, AACCUP has achieved a lot. In 2013, 

AACCUP was awarded APQN's "Most Vibrant Quality Assurance Body". Till today, 

AACCUP is the only winner who acquired this category award. Please accept my 

sincere admiration for your perseverance on the great cause of quality assurance in 

higher education. (Applause) 

On behalf of APQN, I would like to make APQN, its main projects, staff 

capacity-building known to all the participants here. Founded in 2003 as a 

non-profit & non-governmental regional organization, this year APQN is 14 years 

old, much younger than AACCUP. However APQN is at the bloom of beautiful youth, 

with 197 members from 40 countries/territories in the region which covers half of 

ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ !tvb ǘǊȅ ƻǳǊ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŎŀǘŎƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ 

with QAAs, universities from this region made up of 51 countries/territories to 

struggle for high quality of higher education. That is why I have no hesitation to 

accept the invitation from founding President of AACCUP, Manuel Corpus. As you 

ƪƴƻǿΣ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ Ǿƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘΣ 

capability and dedication of each sǘŀŦŦ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭǎΦ {ǘŀŦŦ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎƛƴƎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎΦ L 

ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ά!tvbΩǎ мп-year Development, Major Projects and its Emphasis on 

Staff Capacity-.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ ǘƘƛǎ ŀŦǘŜǊƴƻƻƴΦ L ǿƛƭƭ ǇŀǊticularly strengthen staff 

capacity-building, which is the process of equipping individuals with understanding, 

skills & access to information, knowledge & training that enables them to perform 

effectively. 

On behalf of APQN, I would like to seek opportunities to cooperate with all the 
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QAAs, all the HEIs in Philippines. There are 5 APQN members from Philippines: 3 

full members: such as AACCUP, 1 Associate member; and 1 Intermediate. 

Unfortunately, Philippine has no institutional member which is made up of 

universities, higher education institutions. Dear presidents sitting in this hall, 

Welcome on board! And APQN would be very happy to have QAAs accepted onto 

APQR (Asia-Pacific Quality Register), and HEIs are welcomed to be accredited by 

Quality Label, regional accreditation in Asia-Pacific Region. And you are warmly 

welcomed to APQN Annual Conference to be held in Moscow on May 25-27. 

On behalf of APQN, I would also like to invite 500 top educators from 112 state 

universities and colleges in Philippines to Ƨƻƛƴ ƘŀƴŘǎ ǿƛǘƘ !tvbΩǎ мфт ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ 

Education requires long-term commitment, so does quality assurance. As we all 

know, education is the pillar that the future of our society rests upon. It gives the 

Asia-Pacific Region its competitive edge and has supportŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ 

transformation into a modern knowledge-based economy. This development 

requires all the staff members who have been involved in QA to safeguard the 

credibility of qualifications, support the enhancement of quality education, and 

train the qualified and capable staff. APQN is one of the most active organizations 

who have ōŜŜƴ άŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέΦ  

Ladies and gentlemen, we assembled here today to exchange views on quality 

assurance in higher education and discuss how we could further the corporation 

among us. Our future is full of potential, and together we can reach it, separate we 

can lose. As you know, there is a famous classic canon during the Warring States 

period in ancient China, goes ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ ά! ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘǎ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŜǎ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀŎŎǳƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎǘŜǇέ όŦǊƻƳ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƪŜǊ ·ǳƴ ½ƛ 

written 2200 years ago). 

Hope, each of us can walk forward step by step and make the world change in the 

end. Hope, we can make full use of this platform to exchange theoretical ideas and 

practical experience, focus on the eternal theme of quality assurance. Hope the 

30th Annual National Conference is a huge success. I wish you all good health and 

have a pleasant stay. Thank you! 

(APQN President, Prof. Dr. Jianxin Zhang at Inaugural Session in Manila, Philippine, Feb. 15, 2017) 
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Welcome Remark at 2017 APQN Annual Conference 

Distinguished guests, dear brothers and sisters from APQN big family, ladies and 

gentlemen, good morning!   On this beautiful day, in the capital of Russia, the 

heart of Russia (Moscow), 2017 APQN Annual Conference (AAC) and Annual 

General Meeting (AGM) is held as scheduled by APQN, co-hosted by the National 

Centre for Public Accreditation (NCPA) in Russia. As you all know, this is one of 

!tvbΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мп ȅŜŀǊǎΦ hƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ !tvb ǘƘŜ рth Board, and 

204 members from 40 countries/territories, LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ƎǊŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ 

to all the participants, and express my warm congratulations to this great event!  

CƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘŦŜƭǘ ǘhanks to the following persons and 

delegates: 

1) NCPA Director -Vladimir Navodnov; Chair of Local Organizing Committee- 

Galina Motova; and all the NCPA staff.  

нύ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ- Rector of Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy 

and Public Administration (RANEPA)̔Vladimir Mau; Vice Rector: Maxim Nazarov; 

and all the RANEPA staff who help our conference. 

оύ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ- Representative from Ministry of Science and Education of 

Russia: Olga Molovtseva 

пύ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ- APQN Board Members: Vice President: Angela Hou Yung-chi 

from Chinese Taipei; Secretary &Treasurer: Li Yaogang from China; Immediate Past 

President: Jagannath Patil from India; 4 Board Members- Manuel Corpus from 

Philippines; Zita Mohd Fahmi from Malaysia; Galina Motova from Russia; Malini 

Nair ς Prasad from Fiji;  and me, President: Jianxin Zhang from China. 

рύ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ - 204 APQN members;  the delegates within and outside of 

the Asia-Pacific Region, such as Deputy Minister for Academic Affairs of Ministry of 

Higher Education in Afghanistan: His Excellency Mr. Abdul Tawab Balakarzai. 

Thank you again for all of your contribution for AAC and AGM! 

Second, I' d like to introduce our distinguished keynote speakers: 

ѻ Chief of Section for Educational Innovation & Skills Development, UNESCO 

Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau for Education: Prof. Dr. Libing Wang 

ѻ President of the Council for Higher Education Accreditation from the USA: 

Dr. Judith Eaton 

ѻ Founder & President of the "Perspektywy" Education Foundation, Vice 

President of the IREG Observatory on Academic Ranking & Excellence from 

Poland: Mr. Waldemar Siwinski 

ѻ Executive Director of the National Training Foundation from Russia: Dr. 

Irina Arzhanova  

ѻ Director of National ERASMUS Plus Office from Russia: Dr. Olga Oleynikova 

Distinguished keynote speakers, APQN are greatly appreciated for your support. 

Your presence is highly valuable in terms of QA promotion and advancement in the 

Asia-Pacific Region.  
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¢ƘƛǊŘΣ LΩŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ōǊƛŜŦ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ нлмт !!/ ŀƴŘ !DaΦ 

ѻ hǳǊ ¢ƘŜƳŜ ƛǎ άbŜǿ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ-5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέΦ 

We have 4 Sub-themes: 1) Excellence in Quality Assurance; 2) New Assessment 

Methodologies in Higher Education; 3) Internal Quality Assurance in HEIs; 4) 

Quality Assurance of Cross-border Education. 

ѻ About our Participants, we have 151 Participants from 30 

Countries/territories  

ѻ About our Programme, in the 4-day conference, in total we have 23 

meetings, including big and small, formal and informal. 

Day 1 1) Finance Committee Meeting; 2) 1st Board Meeting; 3) APQR Council Meeting 

Day 2-3 4 Keynote speeches; 4 Panel Discussions; 1 Quality Awarding Ceremony; 7 Parallel 

Sessions; 1 workshop, 1 AGM;  2nd Board Meetings 

Day 4 Excursion of Discovering Moscow 

I am sure that all of us will benefit a lot from this rich and awesome programme, 

enjoy the spiritual feast with 23 delicious dishes. 

[ŀǎǘ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘΣ L ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άDissolving Boundaries 

for a Quality Region: Cross-Border Higher Education (CBHE) through Quality 

Assurance in Asia-tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŜƎƛƻƴέΦ  

The address consists of the following three parts: Part 1:  CBHE in Asia -Pacific 

Region: Problems; Part 2: CBHE in Asia-Pacific Region:  APQN Practice and Part 2: 

CBHE in Asia -Pacific Region: Way Forward. (The address ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ άDissolving 

Boundaries for a Quality Regionέ ƛǎ omitted here). I wish you all good health and 

happiness during your stay in Moscow! 

(APQN President, Prof. Dr. Jianxin Zhang at Open Ceremony in Moscow, Russia, May 26, 2017) 

 

 

tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ .ƻƻƪƭŜǘ ƻŦ Participants 

Boundaries separate but also connect themselves and others. 

ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƛǎ ŦƭŀǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ƎƭƻōŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ŦŀŎǘΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴϥǘ ǎǘƻǇ ƛǘΤ ƛǘ 

has already happened; it is here to stay; and we, the global 

villagers, are moving into this new horizon, this quality and 

global stage. 

The theme of 2017 APQN Annual ConfeǊŜƴŎŜ ό!!/ύΣ άbŜǿ 

IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΥ 5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέ Ƙŀǎ 

inevitably and coincidently been shared by all APQN members 

ǎƛƴŎŜ !tvbΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ нллоΦ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ мп ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƭƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

committed to establishing the shared values of quality higher education without 

borders: to dissolve boundaries for a quality region, to encourage mutual trust, 
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confidence and understanding of educational systems in the whole globe, 

especially in the Asia-tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wŜƎƛƻƴΧ 

ά/ƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǘion. It is, as our cave-dwelling ancestors discovered, a 

ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜΦέ όIǳƎƘŜǎΣ нлллύΦ ά5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέ 

represents not merely a beguiling ideal, but a provable reality and compelling 

evidence for the potential of quality assurance in education for the whole globe, 

especially for this region. 

Today, we, the global villagers with the same value and same interest, gather here 

on this grand platform of 2017 AAC, to meet our old and new friends, to exchange 

all kinds of information, to share our ideas on the theoretical and practical 

experience of educational quality assurance, to enlighten each other with sparking 

concepts and ideas. 

5ŜŀǊ !tvb ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ŘŜŀǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜǎΣ ά5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέ 

is bound to be ƻǳǊ ƭƻƴƎ ƳŀǊŎƘΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ 

boundaries for our beautiful dream of excellent education for all! 

(APQN President: Prof. Dr. Jianxin Zhang at AAC Booklet of Participants in Moscow, Russia) 

 

b/t! 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ for Booklet of Participants 

The National Centre for Public Accreditation is the proud host of 

the 2017 APQN Conference and AGM which takes place on 26ς27 

may 2017 in Moscow, Russia with the theme "New horizons: 

ŘƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŜƎƛƻƴέΦ 

It is a great honor and pleasure for me on behalf of the hosting 

organization to welcome you to the APQN Annual Conference & 

AGM in Moscow at the Russian Presidential Academy of National Economy and 

Public Administration. Every year APQN provides an opportunity for its members 

and other education professionals to share their research, experience and good 

practice in quality assurance. The purpose of this significant event is to foster a 

dialogue on quality assurance that would contribute to dissolving boundaries not 

only in the Asia Pacific quality region but also worldwide. 

We are confident that the APQN conference of 2017 will be an important step in 

strengthening collaboration in the sphere of quality assurance of higher education 

and will lead to common understanding of QA through discussions and networking 

among different stakeholder groups: policy makers, academics and QA 

practitioners. 

(NCPA Director: Vladimir Navodnov at AAC Booklet of Participants in Moscow, Russia) 
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GENERAL COUNCIL & BOARD 

 

2017 Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

On May.27,2017 the APQN Annual General Meeting was held in Plenary Meeting 

Hall, Building 6, RANEPA University. 

There are 54 participants from 31 

members including the board members 

attending the meeting. 

Prof. Yaogang Li, the secretary of APQN, 

welcomed to all the participants, 

especially the nee members who joined 

APQN in 2016 and especially made a 

brief introduction for Russian Register, a 

new full member of APQN in Russia. Prof. 

Dr. Jianxin Zhang, President of APQN made a report about the important projects 

launched by APQN in 2016. She also called a special speaker from Macao to 

welcome APQN members to join in Macao Polytechnic Institute (MPI) and APQN 

jointl y organized the International Conference on.  

Prof. Angela Hou Yung-chi, vice president, made a report on her work in the year of 

2016, including HEED journal, release of the 2013-2014 ACC proceedings (e-copy), 

AGM work, and survey about the APQN database.  

Prof. Yaogang Li made his report from APQN secretariat about APQN projects and 

activities conducted such as APQN Annual Report, preparing for the new website, 

releasing 30 proceedings, preparing of APQN Conference and programme of AGM 

organized, received 

7500 USD funding from 

Mr. Jianping Zhang and 

etc. 

Dr. Jagannath Patil 

made a short 

introduction for the 

APQR genesis, APQR 

website APQR review for Russian Register and co-operations among members. At 

the end of the meeting. Prof. Dr. Jianxin Zhang expressed thanks for the host, 

especially for Prof. Galina Motova and Dr. Vladimir Navadnov. 

(Written by Lingfei Zhang, APQN Administrator) 
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The First Board Meeting in 2017 

 

On May.24, 2017 the first APQN board 

meeting was held in secretary room in 

RANEPA University before the APQN Annual 

conference which was organized by NCPA, 

Russia.  

Prof. Jianxin Zhang (APQN president), Prof. 

Angela Hou Yung-chi (vice president), Prof. Li Yaogang (secretary), Dr. Jagannath 

Patil, Prof. Zita Mohd Fahmi, Prof. Manuel Corpus, Ms. Malini Nair-Prasad and Prof. 

Galina Motova were at the attendance.  

First of all, Prof. Jianxin Zhang, APQN president welcomed the board members. The 

meeting was started from 6 important reports from the president, vice president, 

secretary and new website, finance report and the host report.  

As the reports were being released, the following 7 decisions or proposals had 

been made, such as to review 2016 capacity building, to release the call for host 

2018 APQN AGM, To talk about work of the present work of the website and next 

step for the future construction of the home of APQN, to give the final warm to 26 

members who did not pay for membership fee over 3 years and others. 

(Written by Lingfei Zhang, APQN Administrator) 

 

The Second Board Meeting in 2017 

On May 27, 2017 the second 

APQN board meeting was held 

in secretary room in RANEPA 

University before the APQN 

Annual conference which was 

organized by NCPA, Russia.  

Prof. Jianxin Zhang (APQN 

president), Prof. Angela Hou 

Yung-chi (vice president), Prof. Li Yaogang (secretary), Dr. Jagannath Patil, Prof. Zita 

Mohd Fahmi, Prof. Manuel Corpus, Ms. Malini Nair-Prasad and Prof. Galina Motova 

were at the attendance.  
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The board meeting was made up of the 7 parts, in which the following 2 are 

specially stressed: 

1. The procedure of ACC.  The Board decided: 1) to minimize the organizing fees 

according to the specific situation. The budget of organizing AAC should be realistic 

to suit the actual consumption in the hosting counties; 2) to set a maximum 

registration fee of 300 USD to lessen the burden of participants; 3) To set a fee 

range of 200-300 USD according to the actual consumption level of hosting city; 4) 

To ask the hosting agencies to make a proposal about the budget when hosting 

AAC when they apply for the host. 

2. Staff Capacity Building. Prof. Jianxin introduced the EoI of the programme of staff 

capacity building from Pakistan. HEC from Pakistan proposed for the host and 

made a draft proposal for the programme. As a result, the following decisions had 

been made: to send a programme to all members to call for host and ask applicants 

to make a proposal of budget. APQN should encourage more members to take part 

in this programme. 

The meeting was over with the good wishes for sustainable development of APQN. 

(Written by Lingfei Zhang, APQN Administrator) 
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APQN ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

 

2017 APQN Annual Conference Held in Moscow 

On 25-28 May, 2017, APQN and the National Centre 

for Public Accreditation(NCPA) co-hosted the 2017 

APQN Annual Conference(AAC) under the theme of 

άbŜǿ ƘƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΥ 5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ 

Region" with 114 participants from 27 countries and 

regions.  

The theme of the Conference "New Horizons: 

5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέ 

covered a wide range of important issues which 

were distributed under 4 sub-themes: 1) Excellence 

in Quality Assurance; 2) New Assessment 

Methodologies in Higher Education ; 3) Internal 

Quality Assurance in HEIs; 4) Quality Assurance of 

Cross-border Education.  

The conference was attended by 114 participants from 27 countries and territories 

of Asia-Pacific Region who represented accrediting bodies, educational institutions 

and educational authorities.  
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!ǘ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭŜƎŀǘŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ōȅ b/t!Ωǎ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

Vladimir Navodnov, Vice Rector of RANEPA Maxim Nazarov, Deputy Head of the 

Federal Service of Supervision in Education and Science Natalia Naumova. Olga 

Molovtseva a representative of the Ministry of Education and Science delivered the 

Keynote Address by the Minister of Education and Science of the Russian 

Federation Olga Vasilieva.  

 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǇǊƻƴƻǳƴŎŜŘ ƻǇŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜ !tvbΩǎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ 5ǊΦ WƛŀƴȄƛƴ 

Zhang. In her Welcome Remark  Dr. Jianxin Zhang greeted the participants and 

introduced the key note speakers:  Prof. Libing Wang, Chief, Section for 

Educational Innovation and Skills Development (EISD), 

UNESCO Asia-Pacific Regional Bureau for Education; Dr. 

Judith S. Eaton, President of the Council for Higher 

Education Accreditation (CHEA); Waldemar Siwinski, 

Founder and President of the "Perspektywy" Education 

Foundation, Vice President of the IREG Observatory on 

Academic Ranking and Excellence; H.E. Abdul Tawab Balakarzai, Deputy Minister of 

Education of Afghanistan. 

Dr. Jianxin Zhang addressed the audience with the key 

ƴƻǘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ά5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέ 

where she emphasized the importance of this Conference 

for cross-border higher education and quality assurance; 

identified current issues, key challenges,  APQN practices 

and indicated the way forward through information 

sharing, capacity building, cooperation and networking. In conclusion Dr. Jianxin 

Zhang said that APQN is committed to the ƛŘŜŀ ǘƻ ά¢Ƙƛƴƪ DƭƻōŀƭƭȅΣ !Ŏǘ [ƻŎŀƭƭȅέΣ 

guidelines to CBHE for developing countries in Asia-Pacific Region, to realize the 

ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŘǊŜŀƳ ƻŦ ά5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέΦ 

The theme of quality assurance was the focus of Dr. 

[ƛōƛƴƎ ²ŀƴƎΩǎ ƪŜȅ ƴƻǘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ άwŜ-conceptualizing 

the Quality Paradigm for Higher Education in the Context 

ƻŦ {5Dпκ9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ нлолέΦ ¦b9{/h ǿŀǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŘŜōŀǘŜǎ 

in the buildup to the new education agenda which 

concluded in the Republic of Korea in 2015 with the 

adoption of the Incheon Declaration/Education 2030 and Framework for Action. 

Education 2030 was integrated into the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

as SDG4 and adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015.  

As a result of meeting these goals UNESCO is hoping to make headway in tackling 
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such problems as doing away with poverty and inequality, solving global issues 

connected with the change of climate, providing for socially unprotected groups of 

population. One of the goals aims at ensuring lifelong education for all, which has 

significant implications for education quality assurance: target learning outcomes 

for quality higher education, differentiation of learning programmes, national 

qualification frameworks based on learning outcomes, recognition of learning 

outcomes for student mobility and others. 

5ǊΦ WǳŘƛǘƘ 9ŀǘƻƴ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ άbŜǿ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ 

LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ 

situation in the field of education, old and new factors 

affecting higher education and quality and new 

challenges which are faced by quality assurance. 

Accreditation agencies in many countries introduce 

international and joint procedures which lead to many unsolved issues of aligning 

standards and criteria, of mutual trust and recognition, involvement of 

multi-national bodies in decision making.  The speaker emphasized that with the 

appearance of new actors, new practices and new demands innovation in quality 

assurance becomes imperative and that includes intentional internationalization, 

permanent accountability and advocacy.  

²ŀƭŘŜƳŀǊ {ƛǿƛƴǎƪƛΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ά9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 

/ǊŜŘƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ wŀƴƪƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Dƭƻōŀƭ 9Ǌŀέ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ 

on the current trends in the sphere of international 

University ranking.  It is a very rapidly growing sphere, 

and it is predicted that in three years rankings will cover 

2.000 institutions. Ranking serves different stakeholders. 

For prospective students rankings it is a tool in making informed choices. 

Researchers use rankings to compare their standing against their colleagues. For 

university managers it is a tool to implement the culture of competiveness and to 

monitor progress of reforms. The employers want to know at which universities are 

best future employees. The politicians look to rankings to limit the risk in their 

investment decisions. For future rankings to be effective they have to take into 

consideration opinions of employers, professional associations and accrediting 

organizations. A number of indicators should be considered as well:  value for 

money, value to society, knowledge transfer, mobility between university and 

industry, quality of graduates, employability of graduates and other. The speaker 

believes that interaction of ranking and accreditation could contribute to the global 

quality of education. 

OnŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƭŜƴŀǊȅ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά/ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ CŀŎŜ ƻŦ 

wǳǎǎƛŀƴ IƛƎƘŜǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ bŜǿ ¢ǊŜƴŘǎ ŀƴŘ tǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎέ 

was devoted to the development of higher education 

and quality assurance in Russia.  The key speakers Dr. 

Irina Arzhanova, Executive Director of the National 

Training Foundation, Russia and Dr. Olga Oleynikova, 
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Director of National ERASMUS PLUS Office in Russia discussed key systemic 

changes which have taken place in Russian higher education in the last 10 years: 

the introduction of the unified state examination, multilevel HE system, Federal 

Educational Standards, QA system, stratification of HEIs, internationalization and 

others.  These changes have brought about new challenges and goals for Russian 

Higher Education, both externally and internally oriented: enhancing international 

competitiveness, visibility and credibility of Russian HE, enhancing quality of HE 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ Ǝƻŀƭǎ 

can be met through systemic cooperation between universities and enterprises, 

up-to-date curricula based on learning outcomes, up-to-date quality assurance 

tools based on Standards and Guidelines for Quality Assurance in the European 

Higher Education Area ESG, up-to-date competences of the teaching staff, 

innovative learning environment, and competitive sector systems for independent 

accreditation of curricula.  

One of the issues on the Agenda was the 

release of APQN new website announced by 

former APQN President Jagannath Patil and the 

release of the publications of 2013-2014 

Proceedings by APQN Vice President Prof. 

Angela Hou Yung-Chi. 

4 panel discussions were chaired by Dr. Mohammed 

Rafiq Baloch (Director General of Quality Assurance 

Agency of Higher Education Commission  (QAAHEC), 

Pakistan),  Dr. Erika Soboleva (Director of Agency for 

Quality Assurance in Higher Education and Career 

Development (AKKORK), Russia), Prof. Angela Hou Yung-˿Ƙƛ ό!tvb ±ƛŎŜ-President 

& Executive Director of Higher education evaluation & accreditation council of 

Taiwan (HEEACT),  Prof. Zita Mohd Fahmi (APQN Board Member & project leader 

from Secretary of the ASEAN Quality Assurance Network (AQAN), Malaysia).   

In these discussions the panel speakers Dr. Jagannath Patil 

(former APQN President & advisor from National Assessment 

and Accreditation Council  (NAAC), India), H.E. Abdul Tawab 

Balakarzai (Deputy Minister for Academic Affairs of Ministry of 

Higher Education, Afghanistan), Prof. Syun Tutiya (National 

Institution for Academic Degrees & Quality Enhancement of 

Higher Education (NIAD-QE), Japan), Prof. Sergey Roshchin (Vice-Rector of Russia 

Higher School of Economics, Russia), Dr. Mohammed Rafiq Baloch (Director General 

of Quality Assurance Agency of Higher Education Commission, Pakistan), Ms. Karen 

Treloar (Tertiary Education Quality Standards Agency (TEQSA), Australia), Prof. Zita 

Mohd Fahmi (APQN Board Member, Secretary of the ASEAN Quality Assurance 

Network (AQAN), Malaysia), Dr. Fabrizio Trifiro (Manager International / Deputy 

Head International of Quality Assurance Agency(QAA), United Kingdom), Prof. 

Shingo Ashizawa (University Mobility in Asia and the Pacific (UMAP) & Toyo 
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University, Japan), Miss Hongyan LI (Programme Officer of Evaluation Dept. China 

Academic Degrees and Graduate Education Development Center (CDGDC), Ministry 

of Education, China), Dr. Kerstin Fink (Foundation for International Business 

Administration Accreditation (FIBAA), Germany) and others shared their ideas and 

brought discussion on 12 topics in 4 major fields: global dissolving boundaries for a 

quality region, internal quality assurance in higher education institutions, quality 

assurance of cross-border education, new assessment methodologies for 

sustainable education.  

3 parallel sessions covered the largest portion of presentations. 

These sessions were moderated by 

Prof. Galina Motova (Deputy Director 

of the National Centre for Public 

Accreditation, Russia), Ms. Oksana 

Matveeva (Deputy Head of 

Accreditation Office of the National Centre for Public 

Accreditation, Russia), Prof. Shaw-Ren Lin (Dean of QA Office of Higher education 

evaluation & accreditation council of Taiwan, Chinese Taibei), Ms. Malini Nair ς 

Prasad (APQN Board Member, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Fiji), Dr. Eddy 

Siong Choy Chong (Chief Technical Officer of Finance 

Accreditation Agency, Malaysia), Dr. Fabrizio Trifiro 

(Manager International / Deputy Head International of 

Quality Assurance Agency(QAA), United Kingdom), Prof. 

Jianyun YU (Director of Higher Education Research 

Institute of Kunming Medical University). The sessions 

brought together those who are concerned about 

evaluation of higher education, development of 

international education, improvement of internal quality 

assurance, design of educational programmes, higher 

education management, development of national and 

transnational qualifications, accreditation of joint programmes, and new 

opportunities for international cooperation between HEIs.  

¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ά!tvb /ƻƴǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜέ tǊƻŦΦ !ƴƎŜƭŀ Iƻǳ ¸ǳƴƎ-Chi 

(Vice President, APQN) facilitated the discussion among those who are interested 

in making the Consultant database an effective tool for Quality Assurance. 

In the evening of May 26, 2017 a festive APQN Quality Award 

Ceremony was held in RANEPA. The award ceremony party 

consisted of dancing, singing and entertaining program and 6 

cycles of trophies and certificate awarding. The party started 

with the welcome from NCPA staff members dressed in 

national Russian costumes. The ethnic style was preceded by 

the group of young musicians from Gnesins Russian Academy 

of Music who played Russian folk instruments gusli and bayan, 
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and sang Russian folk songs.   

At the award ceremony APQN President Prof. Dr. Jianxin Zhang 

announced nominees in 5 categories and granted awards to the 

winning agencies and persons. The following awards were 

ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘΥ  мύ !tvbΩǎ .ŜǎǘκaƻŘŜƭ LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ v! !ǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ Macao 

Polytechnic Institute (MPI); 2) APQN Award of International 

Cooperation in QA to both Higher Education Evaluation and 

Accreditation Council of Taiwan (HEEACT) and National 

Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC); 3) APQN Award 

of International Cooperation in QA outside the APQN Region to 

Quality Beyond Boundaries Group; 4) APQN Best Benefactor 

Award to Mr. Zhang Jianping; 5) Successful Hosting the APQN 2017 Conference 

Award to the National Centre for Public Accreditation (NCPA). The award ceremony 

party continued with the APQN Educational games - a number of quizzes about 

APQN history and Russian realities prepared by NCPA - which aroused great 

interest and excitement of the conference participants. A Russian dance called 

Moscow quadrille performed by NCPA staff members was one of the most amazing 

and spectacular moments of the party. The award ceremony ended up in group 

dancing of lively Russian folk dances.  

At the closing ceremony on May 27, APQN President Prof. Dr. Jianxin Zhang, former 

APQN President Dr. Jagannath Patil, APQN Vice-President Prof. Angela Hou 

Yung-Chi, Deputy Minister for Academic Affairs of Ministry of Higher Education in 

Afghanistan H.E. Abdul Tawab Balakarzai, Local Organizing Committee Chair Prof. 

Galina Motova summarized the results of the conference and expressed gratitude 

to all those who assisted in holding the 2017 APQN conference, attended this 

remarkable event and contributed to it by making presentations and submitting 

research papers. Many participants took the floor and thanked APQN Board and 

the National Centre for Public Accreditation for their hard work and enthusiasm, 

organizing and holding the conference at a high level.  

On May 27 the Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

was held for APQN members only. The following 

issues were on the agenda of AGM: report from 

APQN President by Prof. Dr. Jianxin Zhang, 

report from APQN Vice-President 

by Prof. Angela Hou Yung-Chi, 

report from APQN 

Secretary/Treasurer by Prof. Dr. Li 

Yaogang, brief information on 

Asia Pacific Quality Register and 

MoEs or Cooperation among 

Members by Dr. Jagannath Patil.  

Distribution by membership in APQN

Full member

53%

Associate member

9%

Non member

20%

Intermediate 

member

10%

Institutional 

member

8%

Associate member

Full member

Institutional member

Intermediate member

Non member
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The 2017 APQN Conference and AGM "New Horizons: Dissolving boundaries for a 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέ ōǊƻǳght together a great number of participants not only from Asia 

but from different regions of the world. All the events: plenary meetings, keynotes, 

panel discussions, parallel sessions, workshop, APQN Quality Award Ceremony ς 

made a great and lasting impression on the conference participants and inspired 

them to extend collaboration in the field of quality assurance and cross-border 

education. 

 

(Written by Galina Motova, Vera Chepurnykh, Tatiana Akhmetzianova from NCPA) 

 

Accomplishments from AAC  

APQN AAC/ AGM in Moscow, Russia were excellently 

conducted. The lectures were clearly presented, found 

substantial and have delighted the enthusiasm of the 

participants. Various mechanisms of the different institutions 

in the global context were articulated. The presenters 

showcased the best practices implemented by their institution 

during the panel discussions. Inputs were seen as it 

harmonized with the common mission to achieve new horizons that can dissolve 

boundaries for quality regions; promote the culture of quality in the accreditation 

system; enhance quality teaching learning process and assessment of educational 

programs to ensure continual improvement for the sustainability of processes that 

conform with the prescribed standards. 

I took such endeavor as a remarkable accomplishment for it will surely strengthen 

my professional competencies. The accumulated learning that has been acquired 

from the conference will serve as basis in developing a QA framework for capacity 

building which will be translated into 3 categories: 

As an AACCUP Accreditor, it is clear from the lecture of Prof. Zita that 

harmonization is instrumental to integration; it is a long journey towards 
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commitment. It requires comparable and robust (national) QA system. Its impact of 

going global will be on the national structure framework that promotes regionalism 

and internationalization, and therefore capacity building is very essential. An 

offshoot to this shall be to carry out activities that is found essential and that is the 

conduct of ŀ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά.Ŝǎǘ tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ŀƴ hǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ .ŀǎŜŘ !ŎŎǊŜŘƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ 

Survey Visits of Luzon- Based -Accreditor, Basis for Developing Quality Framework 

for Capacity .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ ¢ƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ŘŜǎƛǊŜŘ ƻǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ 

building that will strengthen the competencies of accreditors. Trainings on internal 

and external accreditation shall be recommended to be conducted, thus innovative 

mechanisms must be implemented to harmonize with the emerging challenges on 

quality assured accreditation systems. 

As an Administrator and a faculty member of Philippine Normal University (PNU), 

the concepts and best practices that were gained shall be cascaded to the 

institution i work with. The capacity building that can be recommended is to 

institutionalize the Total Quality Management of the internal quality assurance 

mechanisms ensuring quality administrative and academic services can be 

efficiently and effectively delivered for the total growth and development of the 

populace. Thank you much APQN for the support. God bless! 

(Maria Glenda O. De Lara from AACCUP, Philippines) 

 

AAC Learning Experience 

The APQN Conference 2017 was indeed great individual learning. 

The Conference covered wide range of issues pertaining to 

Quality Assurance and the networks. It was also felt that the 

networks are very crucial for dissolving the boundaries for higher 

educations. Listening to various speakers, I captured few 

prominent issues: 

1. Different level of tertiary education qualifications with level descriptors - 

UNESCO. We also have Bhutan Qualifications Framework being developed and 

therefore, we could explore the possible alignment with some of the outcomes of 

regional frameworks. Presently, we have huge mismatch of skill and there is no 

ladder for the vocational learners. Probably, with the help of technical experts from 

UNESCO, there is tremendous scope for our Technical Training Institutes in Bhutan 

could explore the possibility to align with the UNESCO Framework for TVET higher 

education. 

2. Internal Quality Assurance in Higher Education Institutions - the structure and 

mandates of IQA in Russia, Pakistan. In Bhutan, IQA is not yet established in some 

institutions and henceforth, we would suggest them to institute such cell with a 

mandate to look at the continuous enhancement of institutions. 
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3. The development of tool kits for QA of online education - TEQSA. We are facing 

huge challenge in catering to online and other mode of education. Though we may 

not be able to work instantly but we are aware that there is existence of tool kits 

that we could take good stalk and develop similar system that caters online 

education. 

4. The existence of University Mobility in Asia and the Pacific (UMAP) which would 

help student transfer and mobility in the region. The student mobility is very 

limited within the HE in Bhutan and therefore, we will initiate discussion with the 

relevant agencies to collaborate to work on credit transfer system. 

5. Institutional accreditation case in Taiwan - In Bhutan, we have institutional 

accreditation and we could draw some of practices of Taiwan system. We have very 

generic standards and lack clarity in each standards. Especially the having word 

count while writing self-assessment reports is very interesting. Similarly in Pakistan, 

there is system of organizing the annual QA conference. 

(Written by Tshewang Dorji from Quality Assurance & Accreditation Division, Department of 

Adult & Higher Education, Ministry of Education, Bhutan) 

 

Gains from AAC  

 

I have been associated with QAA of Higher 

Education Commission of Pakistan from last 7 

years. During this course of time I have been 

involved in ensuring the implementation of 

IQA and EQA mechanism. I have got the honor 

to attend this ȅŜŀǊΩǎ AAC. It is highly 

appreciative the way APQN is progressing for 

providing a platform for setting trends in QA of 

Higher Education for this region.  άbŜǿ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎΥ 5ƛǎǎƻƭǾƛƴƎ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

vǳŀƭƛǘȅ wŜƎƛƻƴέ enables me to learn the good practices being followed by different 

countries to dissolving their boundaries and enabling themselves to recognize QA 

systems of other Countries and QA Networks.  

The presentations of key note speakers have opened many diversified QA 

dimensions, that can be adapted by Pakistan to further strengthen its QA system in 

order to get strong linkages with other QA related bodies and networks. The 

presentation of Prof. Libing Wang from UNESCO sets a tone for future linkages 

amongst the QA bodies of different countries that would definitely help the 

purpose of dissolving boundaries. It was great honor for me to listen to the speaker 

like Dr. Judith S. Eaton, CHEA President. Her knowledge and experience speaks in 

her words that enlightened me on new trends and horizons of international quality.  
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The presentations in Panel Discussions were also of immense importance and 

helped in broadening my knowledge of good practices being followed in respective 

countries. Specially the presentations by Ms. Karen Treloar from TEQSA, Australia 

ƻƴ άvǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ hƴƭƛƴŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ 5ǊΦ CŀōǊƛȊƛƻ ¢ǊƛŦƛǊƻ ŦǊƻƳ v!! in UK 

ƻƴ ά!ǇǇǊƻŀŎƘŜǎ ǘƻ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎǳǊƛƴƎ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴΥ ŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 

/ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ tŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜέ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦ ǳǘƳƻǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ at QAA are 

working for devising mechanism for QA of Online & Distance Education and for 

assuring the Quality of programs being offered as TNE by Institutions of Pakistan in 

collaboration with UK based Institutions.  

Lastly, I was honored to present a paper in Parallel Session 1 on the topic of 

άLƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴŀƭ tŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ ƻŦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΥ 5ŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ bŜǿ 

IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ ƛƴ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŜƴŀōƭŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ 

time of forum and also helped in presenting the Pakistani model of Institutional 

level Performance Evaluation.  

Concluding to it, I am very glad that I had a chance to participate in such honorable 

conference and I want to express my gratitude to APQN and QAA-HEC, Pakistan for 

giving me sponsorship for participating in this valuable event.  

(Written by Shoaib Irshad from Quality Assurance Agency of Higher Education Commission of 

Pakistan) 
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THE QUALITY AWARD  

 

2017 APQN Quality Award 

 

In the evening of May 26, 2017, 

six winners in four categories for 

2017 APQN Awards were given at 

the Awarding Ceremony in Zero 

Floor of Building 6 at RANEPA, 

Moscow, Russia (see the 

following table). 

The process in 2017 Quality 

award is fair and transparent, 

which consists of 4 steps: 1) the 

APQN Secretariat issued a ϦbƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ нлмт !tvb vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǿŀǊŘǎέΤ  нύ !ƭƭ 

members submitted their nominations to the Secretariat; 3) The review of 8 

experts reviewed and voted on the nomination; 4)the Secretariat informed the 

nominations about the result. It last for 4 months to get the result and all APQN 

Board members have been involved in it. 

Category S/N Winner 

I. !tvbΩǎ .Ŝǎǘ/Model  Internal QA Award 1 Macao Polytechnic Institute(MPI) 

II. APQN Award of International 

Cooperation in QA outside the APQN 

region 

2 Quality Beyond Boundaries Group 

II. APQN Award of International 

Cooperation in QA within the  

3 Higher Education Evaluation and 

Accreditation Council of Taiwan (HEEACT) 

4 National Assessment and Accreditation 

Council (NAAC) 

III. APQN Best Benefactor Award 5 Mr. Zhang Jianping 

IV. Successful Hosting APQN Annual 

Conference 

6 National Center of Public 

Accreditation(NCPA)  

 (Written by Jianxin Zhang from APQN Board) 

 

 

 

 






































